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Don't cry so, Mums! What's the good? You ought
to keep quiet about it. You mustn't let people see. What's
done can't be undone, you know (P, 57).
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"That man oppresses me with his magnanimity''(p. 58).
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- And what moral force! " he continued. getting more
and more angry with someone. "Kind. pure, affectionate
soul-crystal-clear! He served science and he died in the
cause of science. Worked like a horse. day and night.
nobody spared him. and he, voung, learned, a future
professor. had to look for private practice, sit up at night
doing translation. to pav for those-miserab]e rags! (P. 63).
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"Yes, he was a remarkable man." (P. 65).
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"Look at him - there is something about him, isn’t
there?" she said to her friends,  nodding towards her
husband-apparently anxious to explain how it was that she
had agreed to marry a commonplace, m no way remarkable
man (p. 40).
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My father and Dimov worked in the same hospital.
you know. When poor father fell ill Dimov watched by his
bed-side day and nigh. Such a self-sacrifice! Listen.
Ryabovsky! And you listen, writer, vou'll find it very
interesting. Come nearer. Such self - sacrifice, such sincere
sympathy. | didn't sleep at night, either. I sat by my father.
and all of a sudden - I won the heart of the lusty youth -just
like that! My Dimov was head-over ears in love. How queer
fate can be! (p. 41).
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There is something strong. something powerful. bearish.
about him (p. 42).
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She worshipped the famous, she was proud of them.
she dreamed of them every night. She thirsted for celebrities
and could never slake this thirst (p. 43).
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I have no luck, Mums, "he said to her one day at
dinner." 1 had four post-mortems today. and I go two of my
fingers cut at once. And I only noticed after | got
home (p. 45).
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"I get carried a way. Mums. and then I'm
absentminded” (p.45)
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"don’t come near me, Mums, but just come to the
door. That’s right. I caught diphtheria a day or two ago in
the hospital and 1 fell very bad. Send for Korostelev" (p. 65).
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"l would have everyone who courts danger needlessly
sent to prison. muttered Korostelv. not answering her
question. = D" you know how he got infected? He sucked up
pus from the throat of a little boy with diphtheria. And what
for 7 Sheer folly, imbecility!" (p. 62).
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"Dying, because he sacrificed himself. What a loss to
science!" he said with bitter emphasis. "in comparison with
all the rest of us he was a great man, a remarkable man.
What a gift! What hopes he inspired in us all!" went on
Korostelev, wringing his hands. "My god, my God, he
would have been such a scientist, such a rare scientist!
Ossip  Dimov, Ossip Dimov, what have you done? Oh
God!" (p. 65).
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Olga lvanovna was twenty-two. Dimov, thirty-one.
They had a wonderful life after their marriage. Olga
Ivanovna covered the walls of her drawing-room with
sketches. Framed and unframed. bv herself and her
friends (P. 42).
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"It's getting chilly,
shivered.

said Olga Ivanovna, and she

Ryabovsky wrapped his coat round her, saying
mournfully:

"l feel 1am in your power. I am a slave. What makes
you so fascinating today?"
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He gazed at her al] the time. never looking away. and
there was something terrible in his eyes, she was afraid to
look at him.

‘I am madly in love with you. " he whispered,
breathing on her cheek. "Only say the word and | will stop
iving, throw up art. " he murmured. profoundly stirred.
"Love me. love me."

"Don't talk like that. " sajd Olga Ivanovna., closing her
eves. "It's awful. And what about Dimov?"

"What does Dimoyv matter?” Why Dimov 2 What have
I to do with Dimov? The Volga. the moon. beauty, my love.
my  ecstasy, but no Dimov. Oh. I know nothing. I don't need
the past. give me only one moment. One little moment!"
(pp. 49. 50).
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Olga Ivanovna's heart beat violently. She tried to
think of her husband, but the entire past, her wedding,
Dimov. her Wednesday evenings, now seemed to her small,
insignificant, dull, useless, and far, far away. And after all-
what did Dimov matter? Why Dimov? what had she to do
with Dimov? Was there really such a person. wasn't he just
a dream ? (P. 50).
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On a still moonlit mght in July. Olga Ivanovna stood
on the deck of a Volga steamer, lookmL in turns at the water
and the exquisite riverbank. Beside her stood Ryabovsky,
telling her that the black shadows on the surface of the
water were not shadows but a dream (p. 48).
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The second of September was a warm. still dav, but
misty. A light fog had hovered over the V] ga in the early
morning. and after nine o'clock it began to drizzle. And
there was not the slightest hope of its clearing up (p. 51).
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He could no longer look his wife in the eves, as if it were
he whose conscience was not clear, no longer smiled joyfully
when he met her ( p. 55)
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Anton Chekhov, Selected Works in Two volumes,
translated from the Russian by Ivy Litvinov, second
printing, progress publishers, Moscow. 1979.
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