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- Blackbeard was one of the Mohunes. His body was in a

grave under the floor of the church. But it was said that he could

not rest there because he was always looking for a jewel he had

lost. There were few who would go near the church after sun-set.

for fear of seeing Blackbeard. Cracky Jones was found lying

dead in the grave-yard one summer morning, and it was thought

that he had met Blackbeard in the night. (pp. 12, 13).
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(Ratsey opened the door of the Why Not and I followed
him into the room. There was sand on the floor and wooden
chairs set round the walls. At each end of the room was a table.

At the far end there was a fire-which gave the only light.) (p. 12).
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The village of Moonfleet lies half a mile from the sea on the
west bank of the River Fleet. This river is only a narrow stream
in the village, but beyond the village it is broader and becomes a
wide lake. (p. 9).
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Perhaps he had hidden it in his grave. Perhaps he was still

seeking it. Perhaps every night as the sun went down, he rose
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from his coffin and began to seek again the bright diamond for
which he had sold his honour. (pp. 15, 16) .
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Ratsey had his ear against the side of the grave as if he were
listening. Listening to what ? (p. 16).

I N Caal . a4l Ll s e 4l ) puiay -
Did he seek only in the grave - or in the grave-yard ? - or
did he go out into the village, in the dark lanes, and shadowy
places ? (p. 16).
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He was a very large, strong man. Few knew anything about

him (p. 12).
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When we dream that we are shut up ina httle room, and the

walls are coming in closer and closer (pp 9 IO)
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(The wizard who shut the door - Ratsey opened the door -
as left the door of Ratsey's house) (p. 9).
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was called - which had been changed - had gone down -had

to be paia - was cilled - he had lost - was found - this thing was

discovered - orders were given - where it was hidden - Heavy
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rain had fallen - the water had reached - I was afraid - I was glad
- They are being moved by the water... etc.
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The Oxford Companion to English literature, fifth Edition,
Margret Drabble and Oxford University press, 1985.
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